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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph^ as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. Concerning claim 6, clarification is needed on "mice" or description is required 
on how "mice in a drag and drop way" can determine the range of the selected block. 

b. Concerning claim 10 5 correction is needed on "the step of s applying image 
processing functions", and clarification is needed on "rage" in line 5. What is "the rage 
of the selected block"? 

3. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the range" in line. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 8 recites the limitation "the coordinate" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the rage" in line 5, and "the parameters" in line 10. There 
are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-2, 4-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pineau et al 
(US Patent No. 5,257,097). 

Concerning claim 1 , Pineau discloses a preview method of color processing on input 
images which enables users to select a block of a preview image in image processing software to 
apply various image processing functions in a WYSIWYG way (Figs.3), comprising the 
following steps: reading an original image (22, Fig.3A); extracting and displaying a first 
preview image (28X, Fig.3A); applying image processing functions on a selected block; and 
applying image processing functions on the original image (Fig.6); and displaying the processed 
image (74, Fig.6), (Abstract; col. 7, line 46 - col. 8, line 18; col. 9, line 40 - col. 10, line 56; col. 
13, lines 1-24; col. 14, line 61 - col. 15, line 14; col. 16, lines 28-34; col. 17, lines 1-13). 

Concerning claims 2, 4-13, Pineau further teaches the original image is read by an image 
processing software from a digital image input device (col. 10, line 65 - col. 11, line 8; col. 11, 
lines 42-59), (claim 2); the step of extracting the first preview image is executed in a user 
interface wherein the user interface comprises at least an image processing function setup area 
and an image preview area (col. 9, lines 40-63; col. 10, lines 1 1-16, lines 42-56), (claims 4-5); 
the range of the selected block is determined by mice in a drag and drop way (col. 1 1, lines 19- 
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27; col. 13, lines 1-25), (claim 6); the image processing functions comprise at least color mode 
adjustment, resolution adjustment, brightness adjustment, contrast adjustment, blur/sharpness 
adjustment and special effects (col. 5, lines 5-7; col. 10, lines 3-30; col. 11, lines 65-68; col. 12, 
lines 15-20; col. 13, lines 1-25; col. 16, lines 25-34), (claim 7); the information of the selected 
block comprises at least information of the original image, the coordinate of the selected block 
and the parameters of the applied image processing functions and information of the original 
image comprises at least the size and color of the image (col. 7, lines 46-62; col. 10, lines 17-30; 
col. 13, lines 1-25), (claims 8-9); the steps of copying the first preview image to produce a 
second preview image (for editing or modifying); displaying the first preview image in the user 
interface; determining the range of the selected block; recording information of the selected 
block; using the image processing functions; applying the image processing functions of the 
selected block; confirming to apply the image processing functions; and transmitting the 
parameters of image processing functions (Figs.3, 6; Abstract; col. 7, line 46 - col. 8, line 18; 
col. 9, line 40 - col. 10, line 56; col. 13, lines 1-24; col. 14, line 61 - col. 15, line 14; col. 16, 
lines 28-34; col. 17, lines 1-13), (claim 10); when users change the selected block further 
comprises steps of updating information of the selected block, when the users undo the applied 
image processing functions further comprises a step of a recovery process; the recovery process 
is to replace the first preview image by the second preview image (col. 9, lines 40-46, lines 61- 
63; col. 10, lines 39-56; col. 13, lines 1-25; col. 14, line 61 - col. 15, line 9; col. 16, lines 25-34; 
col. 17, lines 1-13; col. 18, lines 24-63), (claims 11-13). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pineau as applied 
to claims 1-2 above, and further in view of Ring et al (US Patent No. 5,754,184). 

Concerning claim 3, Pineau further teaches the digital image input device is one selected 
from the group consisting of a scanner, a digital camera. 

Pineau does not directly teach that the digital image input device can be a digital video 
camcorder. However, it is a matter of well-known in the art at the time the invention was made 
to consider the digital image input device of the digital system in Pineau is one selected from a 
group consisting of a scanner, a digital camera and a digital video camcorder since Pineau also 
teaches that the digital input device can read image from hardcopy, film, video, image data 
storage and retrieval device such as a CD-ROM, PhotoCD. In addition, Ring et al supports the 
well-known in the prior art by disclosing a digital color system (Fig. 1) for transforming and 
editing color signals using a preview display device wherein the input devices are photo CD (12), 
scanned input (10), video capture (16), monitor RGB (20), CMYK (18). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of a 
variety of input devices for inputting and reading an original image to the digital system in 
Pineau since both of Pineau and Ring et al teach a system for a visual match across different 
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input and output viewing conditions and devices. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Lester et al (US Publication No. 2003/0174357) discloses a printing system for 
generating a proof image prior to printing. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday 12:30-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Madeleine AV Nguyen 
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